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Thirty teenagers scream for attention.  Drew will not stop asking to go to the bathroom.  He is bored, or does not understand the assignment, or has recently texted his girlfriend to meet him in the hallway behind the auditorium.  Fifteen kids sleep, thirteen wish they could fall asleep, two pay attention, and one of those will not put her hand down.  There are emails to send, paperwork to file, parents to contact, and a hope for a social life outside these walls.  Then, completely unexpected, a surprise comes not from left field, but from deep left center, perhaps even the parking lot.  Drew returns from his hiatus with his homework from the night before.  He has not copied it from another student; he has not scribbled it down last minute.  In fact, at second glance, his answers look quite accurate, and his language has improved.  Without a word, he takes a seat, and for a minute a shred of hope arises for the other twenty-nine—for graduation, for responsibility.  A small victory, yes, but still one of those battles that will make the next four years worth all the work and frustration.  It is a battle that one can only hope to prepare for through a degree in Secondary Teacher Education from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio.
[Body P1: Why Miami?  Admission requirements, history/reputation, campus, finances]

*** Use the school’s website, especially “Prospective Students” tab and the like
*** Use www.collegeboard.org for general information and statistics

*** DO NOT use Wikipedia or any online encyclopedia

[Body P2: Why Teacher Ed. at Miami?  Program overview, courses, opportunities for involvement]

*** This requires the most in-depth analysis into the specific college and degree program

*** Look for admission requirements into the program, course requirements, available internships, co-ops, etc.

[Body P3: Why teaching as a profession?  Lifestyle, rewards, job outlook]
*** Use http://www.bls.gov/oco/ to begin researching current information on job outlook

*** You may also use various online articles, surveys, and lists provided they are reputable sources

[Conclusion]

Tips for writing an effective Research Paper

The Focus
1) Outline several specific reasons for researching this job/college/field

2) There should be a persuasive element to your research paper

a. your stance on the topic should be bias

b. must support your stance/decision with evidence from multiple sources

c. state the thesis/objective of the paper clearly in the introduction—do not oversimplify

3) Like any paper, begin each paragraph with a topic sentence, and make one main argument in each paragraph

The Writing

1) Final Research Paper must be 1000-1200 words.

2) Paper should be written in 3rd person point of view (not 1st or 2nd)—it is understood that the job/college/field you are writing about concerns you, so no need to say it.

3) Use past tense verbs when talking about the history of a school or profession; use present tense when talking about what that job/college/field offers in 2010 and when leading into quotes.

4) Present background information on a topic only in support of a position—I do not need to read everything you know about a topic.

5) MUST SUPPORT ARGUMENTS WITH OUTSIDE SOURCES—BE SURE TO QUOTE-WEAVE AND PROVIDE MLA CITATIONS FOR DIRECT QUOTES AND PARAPHRASED INFORMATION.
6) Take time to edit spelling, grammar, and punctuation. No contractions!

7) Must include bibliography with at least 5 sources (2 college/2 career/interview)

